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g Diſſentient 

Mac GL 2SFIELD. 
1. E CAU SK he: Rejiting 
of this Bill, founded, as 
we conceive, upon Reaſon and 
Juſtice, warranted by Precedents, 
authoriſed by Neceſſity, and called 
for by the general Voice of the 
Nation, may appear a manifeſt Ob- 
ſtruction to publick Juſtice, in the 
preſent great and important Caſe, 


and a moſt certain Defeat of it for 


the Future, in all Caſes of the like 
"Nature. . Vit». ST 


her 4 b 172 


1 n it is an ROY 
troverted Maxim of the Law of 
England, That the Publick has a 


Right to From: Man's Evidence, 
and 


* N 


FR. 
and yet, by the ſame Law, no 
Min is obliged to accuſe him elf; 
and as the Accomplices of Guilt 
are fret uently the only Witneſſes 
of it, we conceive, that both Pru- 
dence and Juſtice point out this 


Method of Impunity to Some, as 
abſolutely neceſſary towards diſco- 
ring the Guilt of Others, and 
thereby diſſolving thoſe Confede- 

racies, which, formed by common 
Guilt, can only ſubſiſt while they. 
are cemented by common Danger 
From theſe undeniable Principles 
we apprehend this Bill ought to 
have paſſed, in order to preſerve 
the Rights of the Publick, and the 
Ras of the ae 1 


[ III. WIL this Bill is juſti- 
ta by many Bills of a much ſtron- 
"LV, B 3 ger 


1 <6) 

ger Nature, in Caſes, of much leſs 
| Conſequence. tothe Publick, ſuch 
as the Caſes of Sir Thomas Cooks, 
the Maſters | — Cane. Sir * 
| in 8 ef * tho — 
demnified, in order to give their 
Evidence, were, at the lame Tune, 
| compelled; under ſevere Penalties, 
to give it. And as there is 2 
Power not only of Indemnifying, 
but Rewarding, neceſſarily lodged 
in the Crown, in order to bring 
Criminals to Juſtice, by Evidence - 
known to, and within the Reach 
ef the Laws, ſo we. apprehend, 
chat in an Inquiry; after Ctimes, 
that may affect the Being of the 
Whole, the People have a Right 
; to the Exertion of that power with 


Wes the, Lagann is; undoubt- 
"— 1% . edly 
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, *1 Rs a + + a ls RIS. 
cly veſted, to come at fueh Evi- , 
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denee as may make that Enquiry ' 
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ffectual to their future Secu 
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IV. Bath ven the Legiſlature. 
Has exerciſed this Power in many. 
Inftances, relating to particular 
Branches of the Revenue, in order 
to prevent Frauds, the Perſons 
concerned in ſuch Frauds are not. 
only indemnified, bur rewarded. 
alſo; and for the private Utility. 
of one Company, che Legiſlature, 


by the 9th of George the Firſt, af. 
ter forbidding any Perſon to be 


— —--x - — —— 
* 


68.0) 


of; Exchequer, any Perſon whom 
they ſhall ſuſpect, obliging ſuch 
Perſon to make Diſcovery upon 


Oath, tho ſuch Diſcovery ſubjects 
him to a Forfeiture. As alſo for the 


better Diſcovery of Felopies- the 


Legiſlature has thought. fit by an; 
AQ, th of Aun, to pardon _ any. 
Perſon not only of the Felony « dil 
covered, but of all 9 5 F clonies 
he has ever been gull ty of, upon 
his making a Diſcovery of f two Per- 
ſons who ſhall thereupon. be con- 
vided of any Burglary or Felony, 
and that Diſcoverer i is alſo intitled 
to a Reward, OW OT OO POR 

v. BBS A vs E ' the We 
this Bill may f prove a dangerous 
Precedent of fatal Conſequence to 


oy Conſtitution, fince, N 
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this Nation; ſhall be vifited by a 
wicked Miniſter, thoſe who ſhall 
| have ſerved him in defrauding and 
oppreſſing the Publick, and in cor- 
rupting Individuals, will be furs 
niſned with an Excuſe for refuſing 
their Evidence, their Danger will 
produce his Security, and he may 
enjoy with Safety the Plunder of his 
Country; nay, we even apprehend, 
that the rejecting of this Bill may 
be miſunderſtood by thoſe who can 
make any Diſcovery, as if this 
Houſe deſigned to diſcourage any 
Evidence whatſoever, that could 
affect the Perſon whoſe Conduct 
the Secret Committee was appoin- 
ted, by the Houſe of Commons, to 
inquire into, A Miniſter may be 
removed from his Place, and not 
rom his Power; he may be re⸗ 
moved 


w " 


* * 


moved from bath, Abd not ſrom 
the Favour of his Prince; "nay; he 
muy be deprived of all three, and 

yer his Sueceſſor may think his In- 
; terelt bows future aiety, ant" his 


contertd in protecting him from 
| either Pumiſhment or Enquiry. "It - 
any of which Cafes aft written Evi- 
dence,” all Office Proofs, will be fe- 
ereted' or "refuſed; and if verbal 
Evidence be tender d mpraQicable 
tos (Which the rejecting of this 
Bill will furniſſ a Precedent for) 
we conceive we might as welt have 
paſſed an Act of Indemnity to aff 


future Miniſters. | Ree PPP. 


03 Nr 1110 12111 " 1104 
2d VE: hin 3: we can by no 
Means agree to the Argument prin- 
n, * againſt this Bill, that 
b L there 


gaiuſt this Peiſon ſufficient to juſti - 


011 ) bo 
where were not. Proofs. of Guilt a- 


fy the Paſſing it; whereas in our 
humble Opinions, the Voice of the 
Nation, the Senſe of the other 
Houſe, and the lamentable Situs 
tion of this Kingdom, both at 
ens which not only juſtify, but eyen 
call aloud for Enquiry ; which En. 
quiry mult neceſſarily prove inet · 
ſectual, unleſs the proper Methods 
are taken to fupport it, of which 
ye. apprehend this Bill to be one, 
andi a Proceeding ſo juſt, that no 
innocent Man would deſire to avoid 
it, and no guilty one ought to eſ- 
tape it: Moreover the Reaſons aſ⸗ 
figned by the Perſons whoſe Beha- 
viour gave Riſe to this Bill, for 


: 1 8 their Evideneę, is a ſufß. 
cient 


; r 
cient Implication that would ac 


the Earl of Orford, ſince they ad- 
_y it would affect chelelbes 7 


F VII schuss we conceive this 
the Rejecting this Bill may create 
great Diſaffection in the Nation, 
to the Diminution of the Credit, 
and conſequently of the Authority 
of this Houſe, when the People 
find themſelves diſappointed in 
their juſt Expectations of having 
& ſtrict Enquiry made into the 
Conduct of the Earl of Or ford, 
which they have ſo long called for 
in vain, and hoped they had at 
laſt obtained; groaning under the 
undiminiſned Load of National 
Debts and Taxes, notwithſtanding 
4 long Peate'; trembling under the 
1 errors of multiply d Penal Laws ; 
.  deploring 


(a3) 
deploring their ſacrificed. Honour, 
and their neglected Intereſts; the 

Ballance of Europe overturned A- 
broad, and the Conſtitution en- 
dangered at Home; they call for 
Enquiry ; they ſeek for Juſtice; 
they hope for Redreſs: The other 
Houſe has taken the. proper Steps 
to anſwer theſe. Expectations; the 
Enquiry began there could only | 
have been rendered. effectual in 
one material Point by... this Bill; 


which being rejected by this Houſe, "2 


from whence they expect Juſtice 
and Redreſs, We fear their blaſted 
Hopes, which, for a Time, may 
ſeem ſunk into a flaviſh Dependen- 
cy, may at laſt break out into 
Diſorders, more eaſy, mew to 
foreſee than to OO" 
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